=== The English Cottage Garden Blueprint

A Simple Guide to Creating a Garden That Feels Timeless, Abundant, and Alive

Introduction
English cottage gardens aren’t defined by perfection—they’re defined by feeling.

This guide breaks down the key elements so you can recreate that timeless, layered, and
welcoming style in your own garden.

The Foundation — Structure

e V Add clear pathways (gravel, brick, or stone)
e  Create boundaries (hedges, edging, fencing)
e  Divide space into “rooms”

e / Use simple, natural materials

Tip: If your garden works in winter, it will shine in summer.

Planting Style — Layering

e - Back: Tall plants (delphiniums, hollyhocks)
e - Middle: Fillers (roses, salvias)

e - Front: Ground cover (thyme, geraniums)

e  Plant closely

e  Let plants intermingle

e V Avoid empty soil

Result: Fewer weeds, more impact.

Mix Beauty with Use

e  Herbs along pathways

e  Vegetables tucked into borders
e  Fruit trees as focal points

e V Flowers for pollinators

Goal: A garden that works as well as it looks.



Classic Plant Palette
e V Roses

e  Foxgloves

e V Delphiniums

e V Hollyhocks

e  Lavender

Tip: Use tradition as a guide—not a rulebook.

Design for Wildlife

e  Plant for continuous bloom
e  Leave seed heads in winter

e V Provide shelter and density

Aliving garden always feels richer.

Soften the Edges

e V Letplants spill over paths

e  Allow plants to lean into walkways
e V Blur boundaries

This creates the relaxed cottage garden feel.

Plan for All Seasons

e V Include evergreens

e V Use structural plants

e V Keep winter seed heads Quick Checklist

e V Defined paths and structure
Design for winter = year-round beauty. e  Dense, layered planting

e  Mix of ornamental + edible

The Golden Principle eV Classic plant choices

Cottage gardening is about balance: e v Wildlife-friendly planting
e V Soft, relaxed edges

Structure + Freedom )
e  Year-round interest

Order + Abundance

Tradition + Personal Style




